PIERS PLOWMAN,  II
we turn back to it in the light of the gloss to which B refers,
B knew what A meant; as nobody else has ever done.
It is a commonplace of Dante criticism, that Dante must be
interpreted by Dante. Throughout Piers Plowman, we need to
interpret Piers Plowman by Piers Plowman.
The disappearance of Imaginative after his reference to the
gloss marks an essential stage in the poem. The problems which
had been raised by the poet in his dispute with Clergy and
Scripture, and which they could not solve, had caused him
temporarily to abandon the search for Do-well, Do-better and
Do-best. They have now been solved by Imaginative, and from
this point the search for Do-well, Do-better and Do-best is con-
tinued, on the lines which had been definitely laid down earlier in the
A-text. Each stage is now in turn achieved. Far from being
'without a definite plan9 the argument is well-planned, though
the plan is often obscured because, both in the A-text and the
B-text, the writer omits connecting links in his thought. But the
thought is there.
Now that he has expressed his contrition for his treatment of
Clergy, the first stage in the renewed search is that the seeker
is allowed to meet Clergy again. But before we turn to this, we
may note the close parallel between the two passus of Piers
Plowman which we have been considering, and two passages
in the Divine Comedy. The calling to mind of the poet's past
misdeeds and the shame which the poet feels; this resembles the
meeting of Dante and Beatrice. * But the things for which
Dante is there reproached are not only spiritual difficulties.
Dante's spiritual difficulties are solved when the poet reaches
the Heaven of the Just: and he does not express the shame and
penitence which William shows, for he had not uttered his
grief publicly, as William had in the A-text. Dante asks the
spirits of the Just to solve for him the problem which has long
held him hungering, and for which he found no solution on
earth.8 Exactly as Imaginative knows William's difficulty with-
out being told, so do the Just Rulers tell Dante Thou didst say,
"a man is born upon the bank of the Indus... sinless in life or
words ... where is the justice which condemns him?" '8 The
1 Purgatorio, XXXI.            2 Paradiso, XIX, 25 etc,            a Ibid., 70-8.
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